
TOP 5 REASONS TRADE CAREERS ARE A GREAT ALTERNATIVE TO 
COLLEGE 

 
High-paying jobs are available for students who choose trade school or vocational or technical 
education instead of bachelor’s degree programs. 
 
With the sky-high prices of a college education today, the sad reality is students are graduating 
severely in debt.  Even worse, many are unable to find good paying jobs and are underemployed. 
 
Well, here’s some good news.  You may not need to go to college to find a great career!  The Trades 
are Hot!  Here’s why…Just ask Mike Rowe, the host of the show, “Dirty Jobs,” and founder of the site, 
profoundlydisconnected.com.  He’ll tell you:  There’s an absurd belief that a four-year degree is the 
only path to success.  Moreover, his foundation is showing five reasons why careers in the trades are 
some of the best career paths to be focused on right now, both in terms of income and job security. 
 
1.  Trade Jobs Are More Active – Most jobs that require a college degree having you sitting at a 
desk in an office all day long.  Plenty of studies show a sedentary lifestyle is bad for your health.  
Trade jobs are more active and involve you keeping busy and moving your body. 
 
2.  You Don’t Need To Invest In An Expensive Education – Most trade jobs are learned through 
apprenticeships or require a certification that takes far less time and money to complete than a pricey, 
four-year degree. 
 
3.  You Don’t Need To Take Time Off From Earning Money – Going back to school full-time 
requires having money saved to cover your living costs.  With a trade job, you’re working right away 
and earning an income, not draining your savings. 
 
4.  There’s No Shortage Of Work – Currently, all the trades are losing their aging workforce of Baby 
Boomers (age 55+).  There aren’t enough middle-aged workers to replace them.  The trades are 
desperately short on new workers.  Right now, if you work in a trade and are good at what you do, 
there’s plenty of opportunity to make money. 
 
5.  The Working Hours Can Be More Flexible – Many trades have different shifts (work nights or 
work three days on/four days off, etc.), that are more appealing than the typical office job where you 
work all day, 40-50 hours/week.  Trades jobs can give you the flexibility you need to take a class, 
start your own business, or pursue a passion. 
 

Don’t Let Pride Hold You Back From A Great Job In The Trades 

Some people just weren’t meant to go to college and hold a desk job.  That doesn’t mean you are 
less qualified or professional.  Trade jobs do important work that is much needed.  They take skill and 
provide incredible value.  More importantly, many trade workers will tell you they get great satisfaction 
from being able to see the direct results of their efforts – which their office working friends can’t do as 
easily. 

 
Don’t let pride hold you back from pursuing a successful career in the trades,  There is only one 
person you need to impress with your career:  YOU.  Choose for yourself, not for others! 

Source:  J.T. O’Donnell 



 

Union trades people and union contractors provide… 

 

…Professional, quality craftsmanship 

…Reliable, motivated performance 

…More efficient, competitive operations 

…On time, on-budget construction 

…Safe, well-managed worksites 

…Continuing educational opportunities 

…Training for tomorrow’s workforce, today 

…Opportunities for everyone 

 

 

Join us in supporting and working together for a stronger, more vital Southern 
Illinois, and a stronger, safer Southern Illinois Construction Industry. 
 

Southern Illinois Builders Association 
1468 N. Green Mount Road 

O’Fallon, IL 62269 
(618) 624-9055 
(618) 624-9065 

www.siba-agc.org 
ceo@siba-agc.org 

Donna Richter, CEO 
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